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1848 was the hardest year for the little

family. It was surely Charlotte's calvary. Bran-

well disgraced them more and more by his ex-

cesses. On September the twenty-fourth, he passed

away. The grief of the sisters was very great, for

now they forgot all his weakness. Emily soon

after fell into a decline and in December died.

The afflction was greater from the fact that

Emily allowed no physician near her till about

two hours before she died. Then it was too late.

Anne was far from well. The progress of the

disease was slower than Emily's, but just as sure.

She died on May the twenty-eighth, 1849.

Tlie remaining incidents of Charlotte's life

are few. She visited London several times on

matters pertaining to her literary work. She had

continual trouble with her lungs, and was weigh-

ed down witli depression. On January twenty-

ninth, 1854, she married Mr. Nichols, her father's

curate. She only lived until the followin^*; March.

On the thirty-first she passed away, just before

slie was to become a mother.

The life of tlie Bronte familj^, secluded and

sad, could hardly fail to leave deep impressions

on the characters of its members. First of all

the bad effects of the seclusion has been somewhat
exaggerated. The quiet, secluded life of Ha-
worth, and the wild moors are certainly respon-

sible for that wild note that Charlotte strikes

so often. The faint outline of something weird

and a little superstitions can be traced back to

this wild north country. That was what Jane

Eyre heard: the voice of one in pain, miles away,

calling lier. But what would Charlotte and her

sisters have done had tliey been brought up and

educated in the whirl of London society? We
should have lost some of tlie grandest points in

tlie characters of these noble women. The world

has gained wonderful riches just from their mode
of life. The silence of their lives, the quiet, re-

tired country-parsonage left them much leisure

for M'ork and study—for profound thought. The
hopelessness that we see in Charlotte's life, surely

came from her life of seclusion and sorrows.

Emily, that stern, wild character, was just like the

moors themselves; while Anne would remind us

of a delicate little flower, solitary and alone, but

determined to grow on these wild moors. Who
ean help loving both sisters, as noble characters?

Our hearts must go out to the Bronte's when we
see their sweet resignation. Sorrow fell upon

them almost too fast for human endurance, yet

they never hesitated to say the grand and noble

' "Eiat." Charlotte looked upon a father ailing

and going blind, a drunken, dissipated brother,

two sisters, Maria and Elizabeth laid to rest with-

in a few month of each other, her aunt dying

suddenly, and then after a few years more Emily

and Anne leaving her to live her sad life all alone^

She was resigned through it all, and looked for-

ward to meeting her loved ones in a happier life.

At a young age, when happiness seemed just to

have begun for her, she too, departed from this

life. ::^,(:\:ym--:;--^^

Literature was ialways a thing of great inter-

est to the Bronte's. From their earliest days

they would gather in the parsonage and write

and act plays. Charlotte has left us "Jane Eyre,"

"Shirley," "Villette," and "The Professor." The
rage for literary composition seized her very

early. Up to 1830, when she was only fourteen

years old, she had written many tales and poems,

a play, two romances. In 1840 she began the

first story since her child-hood. It was called

"The Professor." In the preface she herself con-

demns it. A volume of poems written by the

three sisters was published under their assumed

names in May, 1846. It made very little impres-

sion. Emily's work seems to have been best.

This book was followed by the publication of

three prose works: "Withering Heights," "Agnes
Grey," and "The Professor." The two former,

by Pimily and Anne, were accepted, but the latter,

Charlotte's work, was rejected. They met with

little success. While her father was under treat-

ment for cancer, Charlotte began Jane Eyre. By
October sixteenth, 1847, the book was accepted,

printed, and published. It made a great sensa-

tion, and all clamored to know the author. Cliar-

lottee, however, remained the unknown Currer

Bell for a long while. Helen Burns of "Jane

Eyre" is no other than Charlotte's sister Maria.

The Lowood boarding school is the school that

the girls attended and from which Elizabeth and

Maria were brought home to die. The bad con-

ditions of Lowood, according to Mrs. Gaskell,

have been exaggerated by Charlotte because of

the great sorrow she felt for the death of her

sisters.

Soon after the publication of "Jane Eyre,"

Charlotte began "Shirley." Shirley is Charlotte's

represeiitation of her sister Emily. Between the

writing of the first and second volumes, Branwell,

Emily, and Anne died. Charlotte sent it to the

publishers in September, 1849. It was a success.

She was soon discovered as its real author and as

Currer Bell. In November, 1851, she started

"Villette," but had great difficulty in finishing


